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that was fairly astounding. On the 3d of Novem-
ber he left Mobile and three days later was de-
manding the surrender of Pensacola. The next
morning he carried the town by storm, waiter]
another day until the British had evacuated and
blown up Fort Barrancas, six miles below the city,
and then returned to Mobile. Sickness laid him
low but, enfeebled as he was, he made the journey
to New Orleans by easy stages and took command
of such American troops as he could hastily as-
semble to ward off the mightiest assault launched
by Great Britain during the War of 1812. It was
known, and the warning had been repeated from
Washington, that the enemy intended sending a
formidable expedition against Louisiana, but when
Jackson arrived early in December the Legislature
had voted no money, raised no regiments, devised
no plan of defense, and was unprepared to make
any resistance whatever.

A British fleet of about fifty sail, carrying per-
haps a thousand guns, had gathered for the task in
hand. The decks were crowded with trained and
toughened troops, the divisions which had scat-
tered the Americans at Bladensburg with a volley
and a shout, kilted Highlanders, famous regiments
which had earned the praise of the Iron Duke in the